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Writings from Fr.
Writings
Walt…from Fr. Walter…
“Advent Preparations”
“
A common theme for each Advent season is “our need to prepare ourselves” for the birth of Christ. This theme
seems simple enough to understand, but in my experience even this theme, simple as it ought to be, can get lost
in a maze of alternative ways of thinking. We may blame others, finding reasons why “they” should change. We
may get lost in political thoughts. We may shrug off all reflections with the thought of “the world is the way it is
and nothing will change it.” We may not reflect at all, ending up more concerned with our next task of the day.
Allow me to suggest that perhaps the mind reacts in this way simply to avoid looking at its own responsibility to
change. It is just like meditation. Try concentrating on one point, like one’s own breath, or perhaps the name of
Jesus, and watch the mind struggle against your effort. Distractions will multiply amazingly, and all because the
mind just does not like to be tamed. For this notable reason, any and all meditational schools, Christian or nonChristian, will recommend methods of dealing with the “monkey minds” that we have, named such in honor of
monkeys globally that just cannot stop flitting from branch to branch, cannot stop chattering, and so on. Some
groups will advocate an ongoing discipline of meditation at the same time every day, and for the same amount of
time. When one notices the mind wandering, this school will say, “gently bring the mind back to the point of
concentration.” Other schools will refute such a need to discipline in this fashion, recommending instead the
need to cultivate a “watchful awareness,” here simply watching the mind do its thing, as if one’s awareness were
separate from one’s mind. The simple ability to exhibit such watchfulness is often enough for the mind to settle
down. In either case, one has to do something! One cannot simply allow one’s mind to have the last word. It is
said that the mind is an excellent servant but a lousy master. Ask any participant in a 12-step program. The
common sense there is to realize first that one is addicted, and then to further realize that my admitted addiction
is the result of my best efforts. The concluding thought is typically, “I can’t, He can, let Him.” This too, is a
way of bringing the mind into some sort of balance, and not allowing it to dictate to me how to live in this
world. Great servant! Lousy master!
So, expect the mind to react in a similar way toward any suggestion that one ought to prepare for the birth of
Christ this year. It will initially agree, and then find reasons why it does not have to – or should not have to.
And, just like in any meditational effort, one has to choose to be the master, and not let the mind win out. What
one must bring one’s mind back to, in this context, is personal responsibility. I am judged alone before the
throne of God, and it is “I” who needs to change, first and foremost. The only question left is “how?” One
good place to start is consumerism. Our lust for buying, our need to evaluate the world and our reaction to it
and to each other by means of finances is strong. Such a question as, “is this worth the money” has limited
meaning in any spiritual context. There is some value, I admit, in asking such a question. But when we use such
a question to not help another, to not be charitable, then we miss the point of Christ who throughout Scripture
begs us to love each other and to help each other. Consumerism to the extreme can act like acid on our souls.
Do we really need all the things we buy? One can be addicted to buying, and discover to our horror that the 12step program is just as applicable here as it is to drinking. Isn’t that amazing?
For Christ to be born again in our hearts and in our world, we must be free to accept Him, and to be free means
to not be addicted. It takes discipline to wrestle with such a question as what I am proposing in this essay, but
then it is important to realize that discipline is foundational to our religion. It takes discipline to control our
minds; it takes discipline to love; it takes discipline to be a Christian. By accepting the commitment to follow
Christ sincerely, we finally find ourselves at the side of the crib, worshipping the new born Christ-child.

Peace, Fr. Walter
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LITURGICAL ROLES
LECTOR SCHEDULE

OFFERING COUNTERS
December 5

December 3
5:00 P.M. - C. McMahon
December 4
7:00 A.M. - B. Lucas
8:30 A.M. - D. Menard
10:15 A.M. - A. Peknik
12:00Noon - B. Maresh
6:30 P.M. - Wantas

Fran Weiss
Patricia Parent
Ute St. Mary
Paulette Hydzik

DAILY MASS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 7:30 A.M.
MON: 11/28
(D) Vilma Plesko
______________________________________________
TUES: 11/29
(D) William Tomsovic
——————————————————————————
WED: 11/30
(D) Helen Ledvora
________________ ______________________________
THURS: 12/1
(D) Robert Palma
______________________________________________
FRI: 12/2
(D) Richard Herrick
______________________________________________
SAT: 12/3
(L) Mbrs. Legion of Mary
(D) Richard Hintz

SUNDAY: 12/4
7:00 AM

(45th Wedding Anniversary)
(L) Arnold/Virginia Arquines

Msgr. Jim _______________________________________________

Fr.

_____________________________________________

8:30 AM

Fr. Ron

For Further Information,
please contact the
Parish Office on
630-323-4333
Ext. 17

Adele Hardman
Chuck Weiss

MASS INTENTIONS
November 28—Decmeber 4

5:00 PM

PARISH REGISTRATION

(D) Dorothy Hayes

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24
Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22
Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Mt 7:21,
Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31
Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;
Mt 9:35 -- 10:1, 5a, 6-8
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12

ALTAR SERVERS
November 28 through December 2
Annabella Ward, Tommy Lessmeister
Saturday, December 3
7:30 AM: A. Ward, T. Lessmeister
5:00 PM: G. Hogan, N/R Medina

_____________________________________________
10:15 AM
(D) Joseph Przybyla

Sunday, December 4

12:00 Noon
(D) Agnes/Paul Plesko
Fr. Michael ____________________________________
6:30 PM
(D) Larry Labus

8:30 AM: V. Demaio, A. Josipovic

Fr. Ron _______________________________________________

Fr. Burke Masters ______________________________________

CELEBRANTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE W/OUT NOTICE

7:00 AM: J. Rivera, J. Vandercar
10:15 AM: N. Randazzo, E. Bares
12:00 Noon: P. Cyriac
6:30 PM:

MONTHLY FOOD PANTRY: Please help the less fortunate with a charitable
gift. Your donation allows us to supply the needy with food from week to week.
The recipients graciously thank you and God continues to bless you.
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Your prayers have been a tremendous
source of healing, empowerment,
enrichment, and prophecies for all of
the sick of Our Lady of Peace,
especially those listed below. Join us
daily by sharing your spirituality and
prayer devotions for the sick.

Sunday Budget: $21,000
In Gratitude, We Announce!
November 13: $21,103
Surplus: $103


Please pray for the joyful rebirth into the eternal
celebration of God’s love for the departed.

For the Deceased of our parish

Death is not something to be feared. It has no bitter end…
but rather holds for us a light to better see our Friend.

BAPTISMS
Through the Saving Waters of Baptism, we
WELCOME the following:
(To Be Announced)
ANNIVERSARY WISHES
Congratulations and God’s Blessings
(To Be Announced)

Frank Annicks, Alan Amann, Patricia Aylward, Nick Bensfield, Celedonia Biala, Joseph Bielaga, Dcn. Frank Bina, Bill/James Bleacher, Scott
Bocek, Donna Bogda, Sam N. Bologna, Chris Burgner, Fran Brindac,
Linda Bronsteader, Lisa Calabrese, Celeste Bucci, O.F.C., Bill Cass,
Mrs. Clark, Kim Coreylie, Leona Covert, Barb Cowell, Nancy Cheske,
Ann Cristofaro, Jacob D., Teresita Dela Cruz, William/Margaret Detloff,
Marilyn DiFoggio, Carol Domabyl, Brooklynn Drab, Steven Duffin,
Anne/Ellie Deutsch, Charles Frankenberger, Fran Goodell, Valerie
Grawle, Laura Hearn, JoAnne Hug, Scott Ingram, Helen Jurasek, Sylvia/John Krones, Lorraine Kolton, Bro. Leonard Konopka, MIC, Ann
Lewenski, Rev. David Lord, Camille Manz, Jaime Marquiez, Joan
McShane, Ronald Molfese, Joan Novak, OFC, Matt Osinski, Nelva
Pannaralla, Lucas Paoletti, Rose Marie Pedryc, Helen Peschel, June
Pincuspy, J. Pisarczyk, Geri Ploskonka, Stanley H. Ploskonka, Anne
Raymond, Joan Ritzert, Roger Rodriques, George/Laura Rossano,
Charles Sanders, Archbishop Peter Sartain, Karlton Smith, Bertha
Sobotka, Marylyn Sobun, Patricia Soukup, Donna Soukup, Andrew/
Marilyn Stanley, Cindy Thompson, Elaine Vassallo, Martin Viau, Brian Williams, Patricia Wolf, Patricia Wrenn, Carol Zaleski, Ernest Zegadlo 

Remembering Jesus’
Message of Divine Mercy...
St. Faustina writes in her diary regarding prayer at Adoration: “Let the soul be aware that in order to pray and persevere in prayer, one must arm oneself with patience and
cope bravely with exterior and interior difficulties. Interior
difficulties are discouragement, dryness, heaviness of spirit
and temptations. Exterior difficulties are human respect
and time. One must observe the time set apart to prayer.”
(Diary #147)

WEDDING BANNS

It is with Joy that we announce the
Upcoming wedding(s) of:
(To Be Announced)

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church …
“ ‘pray constantly… always and for everything giving thanks in
the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father.’ ” (St. Paul)
(ccc #2742)
“It is always possible to pray…” “ ’It is possible to offer fervent
prayer while walking in public… or seated in your shop… while
buying or selling… even while cooking.” (St. John Chrysostom)
(ccc #2743)
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There will be NO Confessions on
Christmas Eve, Saturday, Dec. 24, and
New Year’s Eve, Saturday, Dec. 31.
The last weekend for Confessions will be
on: Saturday, Dec. 17th
Also
The Sunday, 6:30PM Mass on Christmas
Day and
New Year’s Day have been CANCELLED.
For Your Convenience…
Reconciliation Times for
Surrounding Catholic Churches
KƵƌ>ĂĚǇŽĨDƚ͘ĂƌŵĞů͕ĂƌŝĞŶ͗
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇƐϰ͗ϬϬͲϰ͗ϯϬWD


,ŽůǇdƌŝŶŝƚǇ͕tĞƐƚŵŽŶƚ͗
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇƐϯ͗ϭϱͲϰ͗ϭϱWD


^ƚ͘DĂƌǇŽĨ'ŽƐƚǇŶ͕ŽǁŶĞƌƐ'ƌŽǀĞ͗
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇƐϯ͗ϯϬͲϰ͗ϯϬWD


^ƚ͘/ƐĂĂĐ:ŽŐƵĞƐ͕,ŝŶƐĚĂůĞ͗
Saturdays 3:30-4:30PM & Sundays 5:00-5:45PM

Holy Name Society News!

DO YOU BELIEVE IN ANGELS??

LET OUR SECOND GRADE
ANGELS TOUCH YOUR LIVES
IN A SPECIAL WAY THIS ADVENT SEASON.

CELEBRATE WITH US AT THE 9:00 AM MASS,
ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2016

Attention Holiday Shoppers!
To assist you in your holiday
shopping needs (including the
Giving Tree,) Our Lady of Peace
School will be offering gift cards
for sale through its T.R.I.P. program (Tuition Reduction Incentive Program.)
T.R.I.P. purchases the cards in bulk at a discount and sells them at face value. The discount become profit that will benefit the
school and help keep tuition at reasonable
levels.
Please follow the attached ordering instruc-

Holy Name Society is
tion.
Hosting a “CHRISTMAS PARTY” on
• The first order is due by Monday, NovemDecember 11, 2016 at Alpine Banquet
ber 28th, and orders will be taken each
(8230 Cass Ave, Darien 60561 
Monday through December 12th. We
have an extensive list of gift cards, includIURP30WR30
ing no-fee Visa and American Express gift
(family Style with open-bar)
cards.
Music by Edizon Dayao.
All HNS members and parishioners
If you are going to purchase gift cards this
over age of 21 are invited to attend.
Christmas, consider supporting your parish
Tickets ($40.00)
school at the same time.
are now available each Sunday.
For reservations, please contact the following:
If you have questions, contact Michele
Chairman: Frank Modelski: (630) 464-3660
O’Connor at 630-963-6462 or Melissa SchafLuis Ferrer: (630) 244-1173
er at 630-241-4323.
Dave Mueller: (630) 663-4479
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“Behold, a virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and
his name shall be called
“Emmanuel,” which means,
God is with us.

Matthew, 1:25

The Feast of
The Immaculate Conception
♦December

7 Vigil: 7:00 PM

♦December

8: 7:30, 9:00 AM, 7PM

Christmas Wafers, traditionally known as

“OPLATKY,” will be available soon in the
vestibule of the Church. You may place your
donation in the white envelopes and drop
them into the weekend collection basket, or
give them to the ushers or bring to the sacristy
during the weekday Masses. We are asking for
a $3 stipend, or a donation of your choice, to
help defray the cost; however, if your means
do not allow for that, please remember Our
Lady of Peace in your prayers, and accept the
wafers as our gift.

Don’t miss spending some quality time
with the Lord. Stop in and visit with
Him. Share your joys and your sorrows.
He’s waiting!

Friday, December 2, 2016
1:00—9:00 PM

The Feast of
St. Nicholas
December 6th
It is fitting that the Feast
of St. Nicholas comes at
the beginning of Advent
and the beginning of the
shopping season. As the
patron saint said of shoppers he proclaims, “keep
it simple!”

Keep it simple enough to fit in
a shoe or a stocking.

Once upon a time there lived far away in the East
a pious man, Bishop Nicholas. One day he heard
that far in the West was a big town of whom all
the people had to suffer hunger. Bishop Nicholas
called his servants who loved him & said to them,
“Bring me the fruits of your gardens & your
fields. They brought apples/nuts and on top lay
honey cakes. The men brought sacks of wheat.
Bishop Nicholas set sail westward. Upon arriving
in the big town, it was evening. The roads were
empty. Bishop knocked at the doors and when
the children ran to open the door, no one was
there. But instead, there stood baskets filled with
fruits and nuts, honey cakes and wheat grains. All
the people became healthy and happy. Today St.
Nicholas is in heaven. Every year on his birthday
he starts on his journey down to the earth. He
journeys on his white horse from star to star.
There he meets Mother Mary, who gathers silver
and golden threads for the shift of the Christ
Child. Mother Mary says to him:” Dear St. Nicholas, please go again to the children and bring
them your gifts. Tell them, Christmas is nigh and
soon the Christ Child will come.”
The earth is wide and great. There, where St. Nicholas cannot go himself, he asks a good and pious person to go to the children and take them apples and
nuts and tell the children of the coming of the Christ
Child.
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Advent derives from the Latin adventus meaning ‘arrival’ or ‘approach’. For thousands of years
the world waited for the coming of the Messiah to redeem and to save the human race, restoring
mankind’s relationship to God. We, too, experience this same longing for the coming of Christ.
Spiritually, we long for the coming of Christ into our hearts as the Holy Spirit draws us into ever
deepening relationship with Him; we also long for Christ in his Second Coming, when He will
return physically to earth—as He promised—to restore all things to Himself. Therefore the
Advent season has these characteristics: It is a season of,
1) Hopeful longing, 2) Joyful expectation, 3) Prayerful penance, and 4) Spiritual preparation.
It looks to, 1) Salvation history of the past, 2) Our present redemption being accomplished, and
3) the future coming of Christ. Advent connects us spiritually with God’s whole plan of redemption through Jesus Christ.
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Our Lady of Peace & School Facility Department
Part-Time Maintenance Position
Our Lady of Peace in Darien is looking for a part-time facility-maintenance
staff member. The position will support the facility manager in day-to-day operations, perform tasks related to HVAC, electrical, plumbing, security, environmental, safety, and custodial of the parish, school, rectory. Job responsibilities also include,
but are not limited to, locking and unlocking of various spaces, event set-up, general maintenance work, unloading deliveries and equipment inspections. The position is part-time hourly,
unbeneficed approximately 28 hours per week Monday through Friday. Position requires a person who will work well with the principal, pastor, staff and parishioners with an understanding
of a parish/school environment. Individual(s) must be able to lift at least 50lbs. Please submit
resumes to: resume@olopdarien.org
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THE YOUNGER THAN EVER SENIORS
ONCE AGAIN GOING TO
SAVANNAH, JEKYLL ISLAND and
BEAUFORT

JULY 23 – 29, 2017
SUNDAY TO SATURDAY
Double occupancy, $640
Single occupancy $850. $100 deposit.
Included: 10 meals. 6 breakfast and 4 dinners.
We will be visiting Jekyll Island, the elite
coastal barrier island, Beaufort S.C
and of course
the charming Savannah GA. All are invited!
Any questions please contact us.
Jim and Charlotte Napoleon 630-964-4422

Our Lady of Peace Book Club
On this first Sunday of Advent we recall our
Church’s long-standing tradition that Advent is
a time to mark the three comings of Christ.
First, is his coming as one of us, a human born
of a woman two thousand years ago. Second, is
his coming at the end of time. Third, is his
coming into our hearts. As we begin this Advent season, let us prepare anew a place in our
hearts for the Lord so that we, like Mary, can
bring him into a world that sorely needs his
presence.

The selection for this month is The Rhythm of Life by
Matthew Kelly.
Our discussion will be November 30th from 7:00 p.m8:30 p.m. in the Art room of the school. We are taking the month of December off due to the holidays
and will resume on January 25th with Opening to
God: A Guide to Prayer by Thomas H. Green,
S.J. Copies of this book will be available at the
November meeting.
Please contact Cindy Santay if you have any questions
at (630)963-9187. Thank you!
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From Our

ARCHIVES

“15 minutes a day reciting the rosary can prevent this!”

MARIAN HELPER * WINTER 2016-17 8 marian.org
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MARIAN COMMUNITY
Rev. Walter Dziordz, MIC - Pastor
630-323-4333, Ext. 14
Rev. Ron McBride, MIC – Parochial Vicar
Ext. 29 rmcbride@olopdarien.org
Rev. Al Micka, MIC - Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Anthony Kelpsas, MIC

EUCHARISTIC LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening Mass: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 7:00, 8:30, 10:15 AM & 12:00 Noon & 6:30PM
Morning Mass: Monday-Saturday 7:30 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
Vigil Mass (Evening before Holy Day) 7:00 PM
Holy Day: 7:30 & 9:00 AM & 7:00 PM

Clergy: clergyolop@comcast.net
__________________________
Msgr. Jim Burnett— Assistance
Email: jburnettolp@gmail.com

CONFESSIONS
Immediately Following Saturday Morning Mass

DEACONS – 630-323-4333
Frank Bina – Retired
Paul Brachle – Ext. 24
Larry Fudacz – Ext. 20 lfjf7930@prodigy.net
Patrick Kenny-Ext. 19 pkenny@olopdarien.org

PARISH REGISTRATION
Visit on-line: www.olopdarien.org
Click On: Welcome & Registration
Or Call Office: 630-323-4333 Ext. 10 or 17
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Jeanne Waliczek – Coordinator
630-986-8430 – jwaliczek@olopdarien.org
Patty Antikauskas-Administrative Assistant
630-986-8430-pantikauskas@olopdarien.org
Dc. Larry Fudacz – RCIA & Marriage Prep.
630-323-4333 – Ext. 20 – lfjf7930@prodigy.net
Rissa Loucks, Youth Ministry Coordinator
630-487-1507; rloucks@olopdarien.org

PARISH
Kathleen Curinka – Parish Secretary/Bulletin Editor
630-323-4333, Ext. 10 kcurinka@olopdarien.org
For Bulletin Submissions olpbulletin@yahoo.com
Raye Ann Durr - Receptionist/Clerical Assistant, Ext. 17
rdurr@olopdarien.org
Kellie Moore –
Business Manager/Parish Administrator
630-323-4392 kmoore@olopdarien.org
Tami Slykas-Business Office
tslykas@olopdarien.org 630-323-4392
John Berardi - Music Director 708-828-2138
jberardi@olopdarien.org

RECTORY FAX 630-323-4354
SCHOOL FAX 630-325-1995
BUSINESS OFICE FAX 630– 323-0379

SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.olopschool.org
Anthony Wilkinson – Principal
630-325-9220 - awilkinson@olopdarien.org
Secretaries—630-325-9220
Eileen Gray-egray@olopdarien.org
Bridget Lilja-blilja@olopdarien.org

To schedule an Anointing of the Sick or a priest visit
only, please call our answering service at 630-323-4391.
Calls will be returned in a timely manner, between the
hours of 8:00 AM and 9:30 PM, based on priest availability, and arrangements will be made to assist your
request. No other calls will be handled by this service.
Thank You.

PARISH WEBSITE www.olopdarien.org
PARISH COUNCIL parishcouncil@olopdarien.org

DIOCESE OF JOLIET WEBSITE
www.dioceseofjoliet..org
MARRIAGE:

Our Parish is a wonderful setting to celebrate your Sacrament of Marriage. Couples must make arrangements at least
9 months to 1 year before your proposed wedding date to allow for ample time for Marriage Prep.
Please contact Deacon Larry Fudacz at 630-323-4333 Ext. 20.
BAPTISM:
We ask that the parents be registered members of the parish. First time parents must attend one hour (plus) of
Pre-Baptismal instruction held on 2nd or 3rd Tuesdays of February, April, June, August, October and December at 7:30
p.m. in the Church Hall. The Pre-Baptismal class may be taken before the birth of the child.
Call Fr. Ron McBride for more information and to schedule, at 630-323-4333 Ext. 29.
EUCHARISTIC HOME AND HOSPITAL VISITATION MINISTRY:
Our PASTORAL CARE MINISTERS are available to bring Communion to Shut-Ins at home, in hospitals and nursing
homes. Request CARDS for PASTORAL CARE VISITS can be found in the Church Lobby and may be placed in the
weekend collection basket OR, please contact Pat Kenny at 630-323-4333 Ext. 19.

