Our Lady of Peace

701 Plainfield Rd.~ Darien, Illinois (630)323-4333
The Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception
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From Father Walter ’s Desk …
“Staying Focused”

We live in the midst of a society that yanks us in different directions. Newspaper
ads call for us to see what other people want to sell. Rather than saying, "call,"
better words might be either "demand" or even "tempt." Society can certainly be
recognized often enough as bombarding us with so much temptation. How many
people buy things that they do not even need! And more than ads in newspapers
tempt us. People we meet, TV and radio shows, and now even the Internet "tempt"
us; and not only to buy something, but even what to believe and how even to think.
Why should we not simply admit that what other people and groups often want us
to believe in tum runs contrary time and time again to what the Roman Catholic
Church teaches? People, especially young people, are frequently tempted to live in a
manner clearly unhealthy. So, the task for all of us is to find a way that enables us
to stay focused through what is indeed a truly complex and troubling situation.
The first question to examine is to see what we are currently focused on, and perhaps even to ask what we want to be focused on. Are we focused at all? If we are
not focused on anything, then we are living in a way not all that different from a
pin ball bouncing off whatever stands in its path. If this is our current assessment
of ourselves, we would have to agree then that we are very susceptible to any kind
of tempting influence. This wouldn't be true if we were to be focused on a positive
goal that we want to reach, or a positive direction that we would like to have in life.
If we were to keep a positive "bull's eye" firmly in our sights, then we are not bothered so much by the different influences that cross our path. Why would we? At
this point we would know where we want to go. We know what we want and we are
capable of ignoring all that which doesn't lead to it.
God wants us to be focused on Him, specifically. This theme is found throughout
the Scriptures. Just recently we have been hearing in the Old Testament about how
God led His people out of Egypt. He was described by the Chosen People as a fire
by night and a cloud by day. People reached their goal of the Promised Land precisely by being focused on Him in whatever form He manifested to them. Jesus in
tum wants to lead us toward the goal of a better-quality life, beginning now and
later finding fulfillment in Heaven. This becomes our Promised Land, the end result of our own escape from slavery into freedom. I repeat. Following the way of
Christ doesn't only mean that we may end up in Heaven someday. Rather, we start
to see, to feel, and to know our freedom we get by experiencing God now. We can
experience Him through His Graces of joy and insight by following Him devotedly
with our whole hearts. But if we are to have such experiences of freedom, we need
to focus. After all, how can we experience such Graces if our energies are scattered in a million directions, wanting so much as we do? For us to be open to the
experience of God, we must first and foremost want God for Himself. If we do,
then God Himself becomes our goal. If God is our goal, then we will decide to live
in such a way that allows us to remain focused on Him. His teachings become our
primary path by conscious choice. At this point nothing can possibly distract us as
all we can see - is God.
Peace! Fr. Walter
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Lectors February 16/17
5pm
Kathy Sheridan
7am
Bill Lucas
8:30am Geoff Bares
10:15am Al Manz
Noon Jack Jakosalem
6:30pm Welgos

Counters February 18
Sue Kotrbaty
Judy Hendricks
Julaine Koziol
Jerry Barton
Vicky Socha
Theresa Klich
Mary Jane Sullivan & Lee Kotrbaty

If you would like to become a parishioner at Our Lady of
Peace Parish, please visit our website at
www.olopdarien.org. If you wish to register in person,
please visit the Parish Office Monday - Thursday
8:00am-1:00pm

MASS INTENTIONS February 9/10
Saturday 2/9
Msgr. Jim

Sunday 2/10
Fr. Walter
Msgr. Jim

Fr. Mark
Fr. Walter
Fr. Mark

5:00pm

Eleanor Storc (D)

7:00am
8:30am

John August Ritzert (D)
Holy Name Society
Vicente & Leonor Gana (D)

10:15am
12:00pm
6:30pm

Sam Ghaowi (D)
Carol Zydron (D)
William Lapinski (D)

MASS INTENTIONS February 11-17
Monday 2/11
Tuesday 2/12
Wed. 2/13

7:30am
7:30am
7:30am

Thursday 2/14 7:30am
Friday 2/15
7:30am
Sat. 2/16
7:30am
5:00pm

Msgr. Jim

Sunday 2/17
Fr. Mark

7:00am

Msgr. Jim

8:30am

Fr. Mark
Fr. Walter
Fr. Walter

10:15am
12:00pm
6:30pm

Jocelyn Alcazar (D)
Richard Kleifgen (D)
Nazario Flora &
Ruben Ragasa (D)
Christine Wieland (D)
Joseph Jage (D)
Ken Kallen (D)
Dorothy Mosbarger (D)
People of the Parish
Virginia Faletti (D)
Gail Convery (D)
Rocco & Virginia Ricci
Ann Maslan (L)
Mary Miculinic (D)
Ann Elizabeth Deutsch (D)
Peggy Devlin Nix (D)

Celebrants Subject to Change

PARISH REGISTRATION

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK
Your prayers have been a tremendous source
of healing, empowerment, enrichment, and
prophecies for all of the sick of Our Lady
of Peace, especially those listed below.
Join us daily by sharing your spirituality
and prayer devotions for the sick.

Alan Amann, Sue Atkinson, Joseph Barberio, Bill/James
Bleacher, Linda Borowiak, Linda Bronsteader, Judy C.,
Mary Christopher, Katy Counihan, Frank Cosenza, Mario/Ann Cristofaro, Frank Dipodiva, Brooklynn Drab,
Nancy Fisher, Sue Geever, Jessica & Italia Getz, Fran
Goodell, David Gorman, Linda Hall, Moreen Hall, Joan
Haremza, Mark Herwaldt, Jan Hillerud, JoAnne Hug,
Mary Johnson, Dorothy Joyce, Margita Jurcih, June
Kaduk, Greg Kardasz, Dan Kieras, Burt Klich, Bob Kramer, Rev. David Lord, Amy Lynch, Camille Manz, Emily
Mason, John Matt, Donna Menard, Joan Novak, Bill
Olivanti, Gloria Pavesich, Cathy Lou Pearson, Rose
Marie Pedryc, Helen Peschel, Agatha Piwcwicz, J.
Pisarczyk, Cita Quizon, Mike & Lena Ramaglia, Joan
Ritzert, Roger Rodriguez, Laura & George Rossano,
Charlie Sanders, Maria Santos, Dorothy Schaffer, Maribeth Seecheung, Tony Sekera, Joyce Smith, Karlton
Smith, Estelle Sniegowski, Bertha Sobotka, Jim Sobun,
Marylyn Sobun, Patricia Soukup, Tom Stalmach, Diane
Treend, Edwin Troscinski, Shir-lee Zilis
And for the seriously ill children
of our Parish:
Emma Tucker, Damien Turrubiartes,
Martin Viau,
Please pray for the
servicemen and women
of our Parish

Deacon Paul Brachle Food Pantry
Please help the less fortunate with a charitable gift. Your donation allows us to supply the needy
with food from week to week. The recipients graciously thank you and God continues to bless you.
Hearing impaired? Search www.deafcatholicjoliet.org for SLI assisted Mass locations!
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Sunday Budget: $21,500
Actual: $23,518
Surplus: $2,018
BORN INTO ETERNAL LIFE
Please pray for the joyful rebirth into the eternal
celebration of God’s love for the departed

Jean Blake

It’s Simple...GIVE ONLINE!
You can set up your account to automatically withdraw your donation each week or just one time, either by check, debit or credit card.
Simply visit our website at: OLOPDARIEN.ORG
and click on the tan “GIVE ONLINE” box on the
home page! A new page will open where you will register
and choose the amount and frequency of your donation.
Check it out TODAY!

Attention Parishioners:
Please accept our apologies on behalf of

JS Paluch for the mishap regarding the bulletins
last weekend. The bulletins were delivered after
hours last Friday and left in the school.

BAPTISMS
Through the Saving Waters of
Baptism, we will welcome…

They are available, along with the current bulletin, at the back of church. Thank you!

Please join us
NEXT WEEK for
Donut Sunday!
Please join us in the CHURCH HALL
7am - 12 noon (Volunteers welcome 7-9:30 and

WEDDING BANNS
It is with joy that we announce the
upcoming wedding

ANNIVERSARY WISHES
Congratulations to…

9:30-noon. Call or email Wally Block at 630-6019128, blockwalter@hotmail.com)

All parishioners are invited to attend!

Book Club News!
We are rescheduling our discussion of "THE
BIGGEST LIE IN THE HISTORY
OF CHRISTIANITY" by Matthew Kelly to
February. This is the book distributed last
month as a gift from our Parish. If you
missed the discussion with Deacon Pat- or just
want to dig into the topic a little deeper- we
hope to see you at our discussion on Wednesday, February 27th from 7:00 p.m-8:30 p.m. in
the Art room of the school.
Please contact Cindy Santay
(olopbookclub@gmail.com or 630.963.9187) if
you have questions.

LOST & FOUND! Please check the lost & found box in the Church Vestibule for umbrellas, glasses, etc. Thank You!
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Prayerfully consider your support of the
2019 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal
The Diocese of Joliet is mailing information about the 2019
Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA) to all registered parishioners this month. As you know, the CMAA supports 30 ministries that benefit every parish in the
diocese, including ours, and are Signs of Hope to our brothers and sisters in most need.
Our parish goal for the 2019 CMAA is $101,200. Please remember that 70 percent of any amount we
raise over our goal will be returned to us for our use. This is a great opportunity for our parish! Please
review the materials you receive and prayerfully reflect on your gift to this year’s annual appeal.
If you do not receive a mailing from the diocese about the CMAA, please contact the parish office.

Goal: $100,900
Balance Due: $5,383

Results for 2018
Amount Pledged: $179,736
Donor Count: 728

Amount Paid: $174,354
2018 Rebate: $51,417

Save the Date

For the farewell reception of

Reverend Walter Dziordz
Sunday, May 5, 2019
Noon Mass

Reception Following

Light refreshments will be served
We look forward to seeing you there
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ALL are Welcome—
please join us!
“Do not conform yourselves to this age but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and pleasing and perfect.”
Romans 12:2
As Lent 2019 draws near, we invite you to consider stepping away temporarily from
the concerns of your daily life and spending some time focusing on your spiritual
health. The Our Lady of Peace Welcome Weekend is an opportunity for you to experience a personal renewal through prayer, faith sharing, Reconciliation, Mass, fellowship, Eucharist, Scripture, and more.
Are you ready to say YES to Jesus’ invitation? Our ladies’ weekend will take place
March 2/3; the men’s weekend will be March 9/10. For more information, or to register, please see our parish website (including a video) at https://olopdarien.org/
welcome-weekends/. You can also contact Men’s Lay Director, John Finan (630-7468425), Woman’s Lay Director, Leslie Bertram (630-464-4926), or Deacon Pat Kenny
(708-567-5788).
BENEDICTINE SISTERS OF THE SACRED HEART

WOMEN of SACRED SCRIPTURE –
WOMEN of the #METOO GENERATION
Presented by

Sister Karen Nykiel, O.S.B.
TUESDAYS - February 12, 19, 26 & March 5, 2019
Sacred Heart Monastery 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Can women living thousands of years ago teach us about life, love, compassion, patience and Wisdom? Though
this may seem a huge disparity, the gap between the Biblical lives of women (home, work, social life) and the current lives of women today can lead us to bridges never before examined.
If you are puzzled by this analogy, come and see, hear, and discuss how similarities and differences lead us across
the barriers of time.
Recommended: Bring a Bible and, if possible, Women’s Biblical Commentary.

There is no fee…donations are always appreciated. All are welcome to one session or all sessions.
For further information: Sister Karen Nykiel, O.S.B. knykiel@shmlisle.org or 630-632-2216
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Our Lady of Peace BLOOD PROGRAM in conjunction with the City of Darien will hold its first blood
drive of the year on Tuesday, February 12th from
4:00 - 8:00 PM at Eisenhower Junior High School.
This is an opportunity to help others in need. If you
are 17 years of age or older and weigh at least 110 lbs. a pint of
your blood is a special gift you can give to three individuals in
need. This is a worthwhile community program that gives others
the "Gift of Life". All it will cost you is approximately an hour
of your time. Please remember to bring a photo ID with you and
drink non alcoholic beverages before coming. If you have any
questions please call Rosemarie Courtney at 630-964-8415 or email her at rdcourtney@prodigy.net.

Seniors Invited to Defer Property Taxes
Qualified senior citizens, aged 65 years and older are invited to apply for the Senior Citizen Real Estate Tax Deferral Program. The program allows participants to defer property tax payment until the property is sold. The deferral is treated as a loan and accrues 6 percent simple interest until paid. To qualify, the applicant's household income cannot exceed $55,000. Additionally, the property must be used exclusively for residential purposes.
The application period closes March 1, 2019. For more information, contact the DuPage County Treasurer's Office at 630-407-5900 or www.dupageco.org/treasurer. Gwen Henry, Treasurer.
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OLP News You Can Use
Family-Faith-Future

February 8, 2019
2019/2020 School Year
Registration is underway for the upcoming 19/20 school year for Preschool-8th
grade. Please contact the school office at 630-325-9220 for more information or
to schedule a tour.
Our Lady of Peace and Harmony
The annual school auction and gala will be held on April 13th at the Marriott
Burr Ridge. If you would like to attend or donate an item please email the committee at OLPAuctionEvent@gmail.com.
HSA New and Exciting Fundraiser: Hoops Mania
This year OLP is raising money via Hoops Mania (NCAA March Madness). Each $10
game card raises $7 for OLP and gives you the chance to win up to $500 in prize
money. Enjoy the excitement of the “bracket pool” without the stress of picking
teams! You can purchase tickets online or at various school functions including
the Open House on Sunday. The online link is: https://www.charitymania.com/
give/l905a. Please get your tickets today and share this link with friends and
family! Please also note that when purchasing online there is a “Seller Information” section. This is not applicable to us and does not need to be filled
out! OLP had 16 winners from the NFL Charity Mania! Want to learn more or are
you interested in helping sell tickets? Contact Wendy Gugora at wendygugora@gmail.com.
HSA Comedy Night
Comedy night will be on February 23, 2019. It is sure to be a hilarious evening
with friends in the OLP gym. This will be an adults only event. Please tell
your family and friends about this fun event. Please contact the school office
for ticket purchases. This event is open to the public.
Athletic Discount Cards
Discount cards help support our athletic programs and expire 9/15/19. Only $5
discounted from $10. Reusable cards and you can get the value's worth after one
use on most visits. Contact Andreas at atherapos@olopdarien.org or purchase
from the school office.
Blessing Bag Service Project
Thank you to everyone who participated in the service project.
We were able to
make 60 deluxe backpacks full of personal care items plus 100 ziploc bags with
travel size items. In addition to the bags we filled boxes full of toothpaste,
toothbrushes, soap and other items that were also donated.

10

Widowed and feeling stuck?

Come and find ways to move toward inner peace and new hope in life.

Joyful Again! Widowed Ministry Program
presents a Retreat/workshop for men & women
March 9 & 10, 2019
(Incl. overnight)
at the Mt. Assisi Center, Lemont

To register call:
708-354-7211.

e-mail us at joyfulagain7211@gmail.com

website: ww.joyfulagain.org (includes video)
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Feeling a Bit Uneasy?

Do you have an uneasy feeling to do something but don’t know what it is?
Do you hear a faint voice nudging you to do something you can’t put your finger on?
If that uneasy feeling or persistent voice keeps coming back, it could be
the Holy Spirit trying to tell you something. If so, pray and be open to God’s direction.
For some of you, it may lead to a job God wants you to do. And for others, it may be a call to become a volunteer
phone counselor for The Upper Room Crisis Hotline.
We are a Catholic hotline providing counseling and referral assistance to anyone struggling to find his or her way back
to God or a more rational life. We help everyone regardless of their faith or background. For that reason, all
our phone counselors have gone through extensive professional training to prepare them to handle every situation.
Does this sound like you? If so, contact us now for information. Call Sr. Mary Frances Seeley at 815-341-9124, or
email turch@sbcglobal.net with questions or to reserve your place in our next training session.
Our next training session begins February 19th. at 10 a.m-12p.m.
You can also check us out at catholichotline.org. Thank you and God Bless!
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Fifth Grade Religious Education Teacher Needed

Starting immediately on Wednesdays at 5:00pm in the school we need a 5th grade Religious Education (CCD) teacher. The burden is light and the rewards are many.
Please call Father Mark or email bbekker@olopdarien.org. Please pray about accepting this offer to help our young people.

POSITION AVAILABLE: PARISH BUSINESS MANAGER
Holy Family currently has an opening for a full time Parish Business Manager. This professional administrator
will report directly to the Pastor, assisting the Pastor with the stewardship of the financial and personnel resources of the parish, in accordance with diocesan policies and guidelines. They will also be computerliterate, have experience in accounting, be knowledgeable in communication, have an undergraduate degree
in business or related field, and five years of business and/or church related experience. We are looking for a
person of faith committed to Gospel values that is a responsible manager of resources, and helps the Church
fulfill its mission and purpose.
Interested candidates should submit their resume to Fr. Dennis Paul at dpaul@holyfamilyshorewood.org
Please contact the Parish Office with any questions. 815-725-6880

Our Lady of Peace Catholic School is currently searching for a Lunchroom
Aide to provide additional supervision during lunch periods.
The hours are as follows:
Monday-Thursday from 11:15am to 12:45pm
Friday from 11:15am to 1:00pm
$10/hr
Please email Fr. Mark Baron for further inquiries at Mbaron@olopdarien.org

MARIAN COMMUNITY
Rev. Walter Dziordz, MIC - Pastor
wdziordz@olopdarien.org
630-323-4333, Ext. 14
Fr. Mark Baron, MIC -Parochial Vicar
630-323-4333, Ext. 28
mbaron@olopdarien.org
Rev. Al Micka, MIC - Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Anthony Kelpsas, MIC
Clergy: clergyolop@comcast.net
__________________________
Msgr. Jim Burnett - Assistant
Email: jburnettolp@gmail.com
DEACONS - 630-323-4333
Larry Fudacz - Ext. 20 lfudacz@olopdarien.org
Patrick Kenny - Ext. 19 pkenny@olopdarien.org
Frank Vonesh - 708-793-3505 fvonesh@olopdarien.org
PARISH
Raye Ann Durr - Receptionist/Clerical Assistant
630-323-4333 Ext. 17 rdurr@olopdarien.org
Heather Barry - Bulletin Editor
hbarry@olopdarien.org
For Bulletin Submissions Bulletin@olopdarien.org
Kellie Moore - Business Manager/Parish Administrator
630-323-4392 kmoore@olopdarien.org
Dave Alfaro - Facilities Manager
630-669-1493 Emergencies Only
John Berardi - Music Director 708-828-2138
jberardi@olopdarien.org
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.olopschool.org
Secretaries - 630-325-9220
Eileen Gray - egray@olopdarien.org
PARISH WEBSITE www.olopdarien.org
PARISH COUNCIL parishcouncil@olopdarien.org

EUCHARISTIC LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening Mass: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 7:00, 8:30, 10:15 AM & 12:00 Noon & 6:30PM
Morning Mass: Monday-Saturday 7:30 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
Vigil Mass (Evening before Holy Day) 7:00 PM
Holy Day: 7:30 & 9:00 AM & 7:00 PM
CONFESSIONS
Immediately Following Saturday Morning Mass
(Unless otherwise noted)
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
First Fridays from 1:00-9:00 PM
Holy Hour of Reflection
Every Friday from 7:00-8:00pm
*unless otherwise noted
PARISH REGISTRATION
Visit on-line: www.olopdarien.org
Click On: Welcome & Registration
Or Call Office: 630-323-4333 Ext. 17
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
religioused@olopdarien.org
Dc. Larry Fudacz – RCIA & Marriage Prep.
630-323-4333 – Ext. 20 – lfudacz@olopdarien.org
SCHOOL FAX 630-325-1995
BUSINESS OFICE FAX 630– 323-0379

To schedule an Anointing of the Sick or a priest
visit only, please call our answering service at 630323-4391. Calls will be returned in a timely manner, between the hours of 8:00 AM and 9:30 PM,
based on priest availability, and arrangements
will be made to assist your request. No other calls
will be handled by this service. Thank You.

DIOCESE OF JOLIET WEBSITE
www.dioceseofjoliet.org
MARRIAGE:
Our Parish is a wonderful setting to celebrate your Sacrament of Marriage. Couples must make arrangements at
least 1 year before your proposed wedding date to allow for ample time for Marriage Prep.
Please contact Deacon Larry Fudacz at 630-323-4333 Ext. 20.
BAPTISM:
Baptisms are celebrated on the second and on the fourth Sunday of each month immediately following the 12 Noon Mass.
We ask that the parents be registered members of the parish. First time parents must attend one hour (plus) of
Pre-Baptismal instruction held on 2nd or 3rd Tuesdays of February, April, June, August, October and December at 7p.m.
in the School Library. The Pre-Baptismal class may be taken before the birth of the child.
Please contact Deacon Frank Vonesh for more information at 708-793-3505.
EUCHARISTIC HOME AND HOSPITAL VISITATION MINISTRY:
Our PASTORAL CARE MINISTERS are available to bring Communion to Shut-Ins at home, in hospitals and nursing
homes. Request CARDS for PASTORAL CARE VISITS can be found in the Church Lobby and may be placed in the
weekend collection basket OR, please contact Deacon Pat Kenny at 630-323-4333 Ext. 19.

