
 

 

Our Lady of Peace  
701 Plainfield Rd.~ Darien, Illinois (630)323-4333  The Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception 



 

 

                                                2 

 

 

THE SHEPHERD KING 
 The job of shepherd and the job of king couldn’t be 
more different from each other. Shepherds are on the 
lowest rung of society, kings are at the top. But God 
says, through the prophet Ezekiel, that the Messiah will 
lead in a way very different from earthly authorities who 
lord it over their people and cause harm with their poor 
leadership.  
 Our King takes on the job himself. Christ, like a 
shepherd, will give rest, seek out the lost, bring back the 
strayed and scattered ones. He will heal the wounded 
and bind up the injured. He does not delegate, but will 
“shepherd them rightly.” We have a king who cares for 
us and who is not afraid to “judge between one sheep 
and another” (Ezekiel 34:17). 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — I will rescue my scattered sheep  
(Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17). 
Psalm — The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I 
shall want (Psalm 23). 
Second Reading — As in Adam all die, so too in 
Christ all shall be brought to life (1 Corinthians 15:20-
26, 28). 
Gospel — Whatever you did to the least ones, you did 
to me (Matthew 25:31-46). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 
 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5; Ps 24:1bc-4ab, 5-6;  
 Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday: Rv 14:14-19; Ps 96:10-13; Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday: Rv 15:1-4; Ps 98:1-3ab, 7-9; Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday: Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a; Ps 100:1b-5; 
 Lk 21:20-28 
 Thanksgiving Day (suggested):  
 Sir 50:22-24; Ps 145:2-11; 1 Cor 1:3-9;  
 Lk 17:11-19 
Friday: Rv 20:1-4, 11 — 21:2; Ps 84:3-6a, 8a;  
 Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday: Rv 22:1-7; Ps 95:1-7ab; Lk 21:34-36 
Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7;  
 Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; 1 Cor 1:3-9;  
 Mk 13:33-37 

 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Uni-
verse 
Monday: Thirty-fourth or Last Week in Ordinary 
Time;  
 St. Clement I; St. Columban;  
 Bl. Miguel Agustín Pro 
Tuesday: St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc and Companions 
Wednesday: St. Catherine of Alexandria 
Thursday: Thanksgiving Day 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

BLESSED MIGUEL AGUSTÍN PRO (1891-1927) 
November 23 
  Graham Greene’s classic The Power and the Glory im-
mortalized Mexico’s persecuted Church of the 1920s. 
But photographs of Father Pro—arms outstretched to 
image Christ Crucified, kneeling in prayer before the 
firing squad, crumpled dead on the ground—vividly, 
visually remind us that not long ago, not far away, the 
faith we take for granted cost everything! Born to a min-
ing family, Miguel became a Jesuit and was sent to study 
Catholic labor movements in Belgium in preparation for 
evangelizing Mexico’s workers. But he returned to find a 
Mexico determined to annihilate Catholicism, and, like 
priests before him during Roman persecutions, Eng-
land’s Reformation, and in China today, ministered se-
cretly to an “underground Church” until apprehended 
and sentenced to the firing squad. In his final moments, 
Father Pro blessed his executioners, forgave his ene-
mies, and shouted: “Viva el Cristo Rey!—Long Live 
Christ the King!”—his defiant, dying proclamation of 
ultimate, transcendent loyalty. Father Pro’s martyrdom 
reinvigorated that beleaguered Church, whose countless 
faithful, never again afraid, would throng John Paul II 
when he visited Pro’s beloved Mexico fifty-two years 
later. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 
START WITH GRATITUDE 
 Gratitude is the inward feeling of kindness received. 
Thankfulness is the natural impulse to express that feel-
ing. Thanksgiving is the following of that impulse. 
—Henry Van Dyke 

November 22, 2020       Thirty -Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Thanksgiving Mass 

 

Thursday, November 26th at 8:00am 
 

*If you haven’t done so already,  
please make your reservation now at olopdarien.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: The Parish Offices will be closed from noon on 
Wednesday, November 25th thru Friday, November 27th in ob-
servance of Thanksgiving. The offices will re-open on Monday, 

November 30th at 8:00am. 



 

 

4 

Please pray for the joyful rebirth into the eternal 
celebration of God’s love for the departed   

David Spera 
Ryan Duey 

Ann Cristofaro 

BORN INTO ETERNAL LIFE 

Please Pray for the Servicemen and Women of our Parish 
Sean Sebastian 

Andy Shreckengost 

Deacon Paul Brachle Food Pantry 
Please help the less fortunate with a charitable gift.  Your donation allows us to supply the needy 

with food from week to week.  The recipients graciously thank you and God continues to bless you. 

Your prayers have been a tremendous source 
of healing,  empowerment, enrichment, and 
prophecies for all of the sick of Our Lady of 

Peace, especially those listed below.   
Join us daily by sharing your spirituality and 

prayer devotions for the sick. 

Alan Amann, Sue Atkinson, Joseph Barberio, Joyce Barry, Ken Barry, 
Tina Bershere, Rose Bina, Bill/James Bleacher, William Boggio, John 
Bovard, Judy C., Michael & Helen Cieslek, Bishop Daniel Conlon, Katy 
Counihan, Frank Cosenza, Mario Cristofaro, Pina D’Amico, Frank 
Dipodiva, Brooklynn Drab,  Nancy Fisher, John M. Foresman, Sue 
Geever, Jessica & Italia Getz, Bill Goss, Linda Hall, Moreen Hall, Joan 
Haremza, Gail Hayes, Mark Herwaldt, Jan Hillerud, JoAnne Hug, Mary 
Johnson, Dorothy Joyce, Margita Jurcik, June Kaduk, Pearl Kalinski, 
Dan Kieras, Bob Kobliska, Kathy Lacy, Mary Lipscomb, Lee Liston, 
Rev. David Lord, Amy Lynch, Delores M., Kim M., Emily Mason, John 
Matt, Patricia Matz, Frank Marsala, Donna Menard, Joan Novak, 
Tommy O’Driscoll, Bill Olivanti, Gloria Pavesich, Cathy Lou Pearson, 
Rose Marie Pedryc, Tom Peknik, Helen Peschel, Agatha Piwcwicz, J. 
Pisarczyk, Cita Quizon, Mike & Lena Ramaglia, Joan Ritzert, Roger 
Rodriguez, Veronica Rodriguez, Laura & George Rossano, Charlie 
Sanders, Maria Santos, Tony Sekera, Joyce Smith, Karlton Smith, 
Estelle Sniegowski, Bertha Sobotka, Jim Sobun, Marylyn Sobun, Pa-
tricia Soukup, Ernest Stankiewicz, Andy & Marilyn Stanley, Charlene 
Touzil, Diane Treend, Phyllis Trout, Renee Tucci, Natalie Wlezen So-
phia Zabinski 

And for the seriously ill children  
of our Parish: 

Damien Turrubiartes,  
Martin Viau  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Hearing impaired? Search www.deafcatholicjoliet.org for SLI assisted Mass locations! 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
If you would like to become a parishioner at Our Lady of 

Peace Parish, please visit our website at 
www.olopdarien.org. If you wish to register in person, 

please visit the Parish Office Monday - Thursday  
8:00am-1:00pm 

It’s Simple...GIVE ONLINE! 
You can set up your account to automatically withdraw your  dona-
tion each week or just one time, either by check, debit or credit card.  

 Simply visit our website at: OLOPDARIEN.ORG  
and click on the tan “GIVE ONLINE” box on the home 

page! A new page will open where you will register and 
choose the amount and frequency of your donation. 

Check it out TODAY! 

The 2019/2020 Financial Re-
port is currently posted on 
our parish website. 
WWW.OLOPDARIEN.ORG 

 

August	Budget:	$82,500	
Actual:	$62,655	
Shortfall:	$19,845	

	
September	Budget:	$66,000	

Actual:	$75,243	
Surplus:	$9,243	

	
October	Budget:	$66,000	

Actual:	$61,717	
Shortfall:	$4,283	

	
Thank	you	to	all	our	generous	parishioners	who	
continue	to	support	Our	Lady	of	Peace	during	this	
dif icult	time.	We	currently	have	over	300	on‐line	
donors,	please	consider	using	the	online	donation	
portal	on	our	parish	website.	Our	budget	is	$16,500	

per	week.	

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
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Ed. Note: Adoption is a wonderful gift. 
Though sometimes portrayed in negative ways by the media, most experiences of adoption are beautiful love stories—such as the one Jenny* shares 
below. 
 
My husband Bill and I have been married for six years. Having children and raising a family had always been our expectation. 
By the time we were married, most of our siblings and friends already had children, so of course we were excited and ready 
to be parents ourselves. We soon learned, however, that having children of our own might not be so easy.  
 
We made a few trips to multiple cities to be treated by wonderful doctors who have helped so many couples conceive, but 
everything we tried was unsuccessful. We felt so hopeless at times. Words can't even explain this experience of loss. 
 
Fortunately, our marriage only grew stronger, because we were there for each other and continued to rely on God. This did-
n't always come easily, but it helped that Bill has a great sense of humor, and we were able to laugh at some of the crazy situ-
ations and conversations that come with infertility. 
 
Since we knew our chances of becoming pregnant were small, it wasn’t very long before we started talking about the possi-
bility of adoption. However, it wasn't an easy decision, and I wondered if my heart was big enough to love an adopted child 
as I would my biological child. There were also so many other variables to consider, one of which was the expense involved, 
and we had already spent so much money on infertility treatments. We felt we had no control, but God reminded us again 
that He is always in control and that we could trust in Him. 
 
So with prayerful discernment, we decided to start the process of adopting a child from Ethiopia. However, after it took 
nearly a year to get on the waiting list, the adoption program was put on hold for reasons that were unknown to us. 
 
We were so frustrated that we started to feel as though maybe we just weren't called to have children. We then heard from 
friends who had adopted a newborn baby domestically after only a few short months. With this new encouragement, we 
switched gears and decided to adopt domestically, picking a nationwide agency rather than a state agency because it is usually 
faster. 
 
We were so excited but also rather scared. We would be chosen by a birthmother and would be required to send pictures 
and letters to her frequently. Most likely, we would talk with the birthmother over the phone and meet her at the delivery. 
And there was always the chance she could change her mind, even days after the birth. I didn’t know how I would feel about 
all this and wondered if we were setting ourselves up for more heartbreak. But all we could do was pray and try to leave it in 
God’s hands. 
 
Four months later, we received a call that a birthmother in Florida had chosen us. She was seven months pregnant with a 
boy. We couldn’t believe it. We were finally going to have a baby. We talked with her a couple of times over the phone, and I 
never realized until then how lucky I was to marry such a talker, as Bill really helped the conversations flow smoothly. 
 
On the birthmother’s due date, we received the call that she was in labor. Bill and I dropped everything and hit the road to 
Florida to meet our son. Words can’t even describe how we felt during that drive. We were so excited at the thought that we 
could be driving home with our son, yet at the same time we were so scared that we may be driving home alone. I wasn’t 
sure we could handle that disappointment, and I wondered what she would think of us. Would she regret that she chose us? 
What would I say to the woman who was going to place her child with us? Along with these and all the normal fears of be-
coming a parent, I was also afraid that I wouldn’t bond with our new son or feel that he was ours. 
 
After arriving, we met the birthmother who was still in labor. She was so sweet and personable, and we sat with her to sup-
port her as best we could. A few hours later, our son Andrew was born. It was the most surreal experience. 
 
We spent the next day and a half with Andrew and his birthmother in the hospital getting to know each other a bit. It was 
hard to know what to say to her, knowing she was making the hardest decision of her life, knowing the pain she must be  

AN ADOPTION LOVE STORY 
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experiencing, and feeling that I was the one causing this pain. It was such an emotional roller coaster to hold and look at this 
precious baby, wondering if I would really be his mother. 
 
Thankfully, the birthmother decided to maintain her decision to place her child with us. Later that evening, Christmas Eve, 
Bill and I left the hospital with Andrew. It didn't take long before there was no doubt in our minds that he was our son, the 
greatest gift from God! He really is our Christmas miracle. 
 
Andrew is two years old now, and it is so clear to Bill and me that God picked him for us. We can't imagine loving a child 
whom we conceived more than we love Andrew. It is amazing how he fits our personalities so well. More and more every 
day we are so thankful to his birthmother for her selfless decision. 
 
It is so hard to express in words what a unique experience adoption has been for us. It has been quite a journey facing infer-
tility, as well as so many unknowns and acts of kindness and sacrifice—all with so many emotions—which led to the growth 
of our family. There were times when our faith was shaken and we weren't sure if we could handle our cross. But adopting 
Andrew has made us more aware of God's power and of his love for us. We realize that he always has a perfect plan for our 
lives. 
 
 
*Jenny and Bill (all names have been changed for privacy) would like to encourage you be open to the gift of adoption. Is God calling you to consider 
adopting a child or placing your child for adoption? To learn more information, contact your diocesan office. 
 
 
 

 
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
3211 Fourth Street NE • Washington, DC 20017 
Tel: (202) 541-3070 • Fax: (202) 541-3054 
www.usccb.org/respectlife 
 
Find us at facebook.com/peopleoflife! 
 
To order materials call toll-free (866) 582-0943.  
 
  
Copyright © 2014, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. 
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December 1, 2020  |  jolietdioceseappeal.org 

Support the 2020 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal this 
Giving Tuesday! 
This December 1, the Diocese of Joliet is par cipa ng in 
Giving Tuesday! Please mark your calendar and consid-
er suppor ng the 2020 Catholic Ministries Annual Ap-
peal (CMAA) on this annual day of giving.  
 

Gi s will help the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal 
(CMAA) support our 30 ministries that shelter the 
homeless, feed the hungry, educate our youth and pro-
vide for the forma on of our seminarians. 
 

For more informa on about the CMAA before Giving 
Tuesday, please follow @DOJCMAA on Facebook or 
Twi er or visit jolietdioceseappeal.org. 
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All parish offices are now located in the 

school’s main office space.  
(The rectory is now the priests residence only.) 
Our phones are not up and running as of 
11/19 but we reassure you they will be soon! 

   
 
 

Thank you for your patience  
and understanding.  

 
 

OLOP Staff 

WE HAVE MOVED! 



 

 

  MARIAN COMMUNITY  
Fr. Mark Baron, MIC -Parish Administrator 
630-323-4333, Ext. 14 
mbaron@olopdarien.org 
 

Fr. Peter Lach, MIC- Priest in Residence  
630-323-4333, Ext. 29 
plach@olopdarien.org 
                                

Rev. Al Micka, MIC - Pastor Emeritus  
Rev. Anthony Kelpsas, MIC  

 

 

__________________________ 
Msgr. Jim Burnett - Assistant 
Email: jburnettolp@gmail.com  

 

DEACONS - 630-323-4333  
Larry Fudacz - Ext. 20 lfudacz@olopdarien.org    
Patrick Kenny - pkenny@olopdarien.org 
Frank Vonesh - 708-793-3505 fvonesh@olopdarien.org 
Mike Murphy - mmurphy@olopdarien.org 
      
 

PARISH  
Raye Ann Durr - Receptionist/Clerical Assistant  
630-323-4333 Ext. 17  rdurr@olopdarien.org   
Heather Barry - Bulletin Editor  
hbarry@olopdarien.org 
Kellie Moore - Business Manager 
630-323-4392 kmoore@olopdarien.org 
Ed Siuzdak - Facilities Manager 
esiuzdak@olopdarien.org 
  

John Berardi - Music Director 708-828-2138                              
jberardi@olopdarien.org   
 

 
PARISH WEBSITE  www.olopdarien.org  

PARISH COUNCIL parishcouncil@olopdarien.org   
 

DIOCESE OF JOLIET WEBSITE  
www.dioceseofjoliet.org  

MARRIAGE:  

Our Parish is a wonderful setting to celebrate your Sacrament of Marriage. Couples must make arrangements at  
least 1 year before your proposed wedding date to allow for ample time for Marriage Prep.  

Please contact Deacon Larry Fudacz at 630-323-4333 Ext. 20. 
 

BAPTISM:  
Baptisms are celebrated on the second and on the fourth Sunday of each month immediately following the 12 Noon Mass. 

We ask that the parents be registered members of the parish. First time parents must attend  one hour (plus)  of                         
Pre-Baptismal instruction held on 2nd or 3rd Tuesdays of February, April, June, August, October and  December at 7p.m.  

in the School Library. The Pre-Baptismal class may be taken before the birth of the child.   
Please contact Deacon Frank Vonesh for more information at 708-793-3505.  

 

EUCHARISTIC HOME AND HOSPITAL VISITATION MINISTRY: 
Our PASTORAL CARE MINISTERS are available to bring Communion to Shut-Ins at home, in hospitals and nursing 
homes. Request CARDS for PASTORAL CARE VISITS can be found in the Church Lobby and may be placed in the     

weekend collection basket OR, please contact Deacon Pat Kenny at pkenny@olopdarien.org  

EUCHARISTIC LITURGY SCHEDULE  
PLEASE REFER TO WEBSITE 

  
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION  

PLEASE REFER TO WEBSITE 
                

CONFESSIONS  
PLEASE REFER TO WEBSITE  

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
PLEASE REFER TO WEBSITE  

 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION  
Visit on-line: www.olopdarien.org 

Click On: Welcome & Registration  
Or Call Office: 630-323-4333 Ext. 17  

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
religioused@olopdarien.org 

   
Dc. Larry Fudacz – RCIA & Marriage Prep.  

630-323-4333 – Ext. 20 – lfudacz@olopdarien.org 
 

BUSINESS OFICE FAX  630– 323-0379                
 

To schedule an Anointing of the Sick or a priest visit 
only, please call our answering service at 630-323-4391.  
Calls will be returned in a timely manner, between the 
hours of 8:00 AM and 9:30 PM, based on priest avail-
ability, and arrangements will be made to assist your 
request. No other calls will be handled by this service.  
Thank You.  



 

 



 

 



 

 


